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The world is changing in unprecedented ways; we face a
cascading series of global crises - climate change, rising
inequality, uncontrolled consumption and pollution,
financial instability, food insecurity, accelerating losses of
topsoil, freshwater and biodiversity and to top it all off, a
war that risks going nuclear and a deadly global pandemic.

"A polycrisis is not just a
situation where you face
multiple crises. It is a

situation where the whole is
even more dangerous than
the sum of the parts.”
- Adam Tooz

The worst part is that these stressors interact, generating
compounded catastrophic impacts driving us towards
ecological tipping points of no return.

At this point, it's worth taking a step back
and asking ourselves, how did we get here?
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"CAPITALISM IS
JUST A CONCRETE
CONTINURTION OF

THE COLONIRAL
PROJECT"

FfT THE
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Today,
the world

AN WSANLTY gF

the narrative of
capital expansion s s
and growth.

Governments are obsessed with growing

their gross domestic product (GDP), and
corporations work with a single goal in mind:
To maximize profits. E

In fact, in the last 100 years, our global economy

has grown 23 times over!
All this growth must be benefiting us, all right? G R

Well, since 1980, half of all income growth has

gone to the wealthiest 5%. These are, of course,

the elites that control the vast majority of capital and,

as an extension, the cultural-socio-political landscape.

Many in the global north did indeed benefit from richer material lives.

This then drove resource and labour costs up, slowing down precious growth.

So what did the benevolent capitalist do? Grewth had to continue at all costs, so they
decided to cheapen inputs. Practices like the privatization of the commons, deregulation, and
shifting production to the poorer global south are all "cost-cutting” measures capitalists deploy to

sustain growth.

Another way to increase profits is to produce and sell as much as
possible. Everything from technological innovations to efficiency
improvements, from huge industrialized tools to sneaky
advertisements, are now used to serve the

capital overlords.



https://ourworldindata.org/economic-growth
https://www.imf.org/-/media/Files/Conferences/2018/6th-stats-forum/presentations/session-1-lucas-chancel-the-elephant-curve-of-global-inequality-and-growth-presentation.ashx
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THIS MAD PURSUIT OF ECONOMIC GROWTH
HAS WREAKED HAVOC ON THE PLANET
AND ITS PEOPLE.

I\N THE LAST 128 YEARS, OUR GLOBAL
MATERIAL FOOTPRINT HAS GROWN FROM 7
BILLION TONS ANNUALLY TO 92 BILLION.

\N THE SAME PERIOD, YEARLY CO2
EMISSIONS ROSE FROM 2 BILLION TO 37
BILLION TONS. WE'VE BREACHED SEVERAL
CRITICAL PLANETARY BOUNDARIES, LIKE
CLIMATE CHANGE, BIOSPHERE INTEGRITY,
CHEMICAL POLLUTION, LAND USE CHANGE,
AND PHOSPHORUS/NITROGEN CYCLES,

TO NAME A FEW.

THE WORST PART IS THAT EVEN AFTER
ALL THIS RESOURCE EXTRACTION AND
ECOLOGICAL DESTRUCTION, HUMANITY
STILL FAILS TO MEET ITS BASIC NEEDS
AND SOCIAL OBJECTIVES.

WE'RE ALSO EXPERIENCING THE HIGHEST
INEQUALITY LEVELS IN HUMAN HISTORY.
THE WEALTHIEST lo OWN q":o OF THE

TOTAL WEALTH, WHILE THE POOREST
55% OWN 1%... ?NFAH{ ARRANGEMENTS
AND UNDEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS LIKE

THE WORLD BANK AND WTO ALLOW THE

NORTH TO DRAIN OVER TEN TRILLION
DOLLARS OF WEALTH FROM GLOBAL
§0UTH EVERY YEAR, GIVING BIRTH TO A
NEwW FORM OF COLONIALISM AND
CONTINVED EXPLOITATION.



https://www.jasonhickel.org/less-is-more
https://www.jasonhickel.org/less-is-more
https://ourworldindata.org/co2-emissions
https://inequality.org/facts/global-inequality/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S095937802200005X

Many capitalists and leading politicians believe that the current ill

effects of the capitalist economy are temporary and that everything We would also need around 2700% more Lithium than we currently
will be fine with more growth. Eco-liberal economists say we need extract, 105% more silver, 920% more Indium, and 100% copper, all
more green growth, a form of economic growth that can be decoupled metals essential to building batteries, solar panels and wind turbines.

from material use, energy use and environmental impacts.

While it's possible to decouple
emissions from GDP growth by
transitioning to 100% renewable
energy, It won't be fast enough to stay
within the 1.5-2 C scenario if GDP
continues doubling every 50 years.



https://www.jasonhickel.org/less-is-more
https://www.jasonhickel.org/less-is-more
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Governments lie to us about
the need for growth to fight
unemployment, inequalities
and cancer.

To begin
with,
degrowth is
a voluntary
reduction of
production
and
consumption.

We produce enough
. % things; we just produce
o S the wrong things.

What good are SUUs and luxury
watches when a large part of the
population doesn't have access to

Producing and
consuming less
to produce and

consume better. A essential services like healthcare®?
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DEGROWTH SEEKS TO SATISFY |THREE MAIN OBJECTIVES

.a‘-.ﬁ. L" J’f 3
ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABILITY.
We have already seen that western production and consumption levels are incompatible with

planetary limits. The planet can no longer bear our excessgs itis tlme to 0 on a diet.

SOCIAL JUSTICE.

(D It is necessary to redistribute wealth, media, and political power and repair past
A injustices locally and globally. No more appropriation, exploitation, and accumulation but
sharing so that everyone has access to dignified materlal conditions of existence.
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WELL BEING.
Rather than focusing on material wealth, we need to focus on that
which makes life worth living. Well-being means living a dignified life,» 8 &
sharlng leisure, eatlng together, relatlonallty dancing and napping! [\ x..‘,'_"j*-...
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WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR TO DEGROW?



PLURIVERSAL APPROAGH

begrowth calls for us to use a
matrix of alternatives and
solidaprity to bring about this
Ghang’@. We nead trade unions,
land defenders, activists,
academics, politicians and you
to use a pluriverse of ideas,
stratgdies and actions tO
decolonize our imaginarigs so
we can imagding a better world.

[t will also need a wide rangs
of policies enacted that will
require significant changas to
the way we live and do
business. There are a iew kay
steps that must all be done in
unison that can he&lp us move
towards a degrowth society.
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provisioning services such as edu

transportation, nutritious food etc. Do _
< Ll _ live a dignified non-carbon-intensive life.
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This could involve implementing new regulations, such as caps on interest rates, 1A% reserve rates for banks and

banning risky speculative trading, Democratising international development banks such as the IMF and World Bank
would stop them from conditioning finance for the global South on neoliberal policy implementations, This would

also reguire cancelling unfair debt and stopping the massive wealth drain from the South to the North



REDISTRIBUTS WSALTH
AND RSSOURCES

income caps. wealth taxes and
progressive taxation policies
could redistribute wealth
through social welfare
programs. It could also involve
promoting local control and
community ownership of
resources, such as land and
natural resources.

We know that the rich are
responsible for a majority share -
of the world's emissions. A
more equitable society could
reduce their purchasing power
of carbon-intensive and less y
necessary oods. Naximum
é/
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